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lation which ten years later rose in rebellion under
the northern Earls.

In this difficulty the Spanish Ministers in the
Netherlands were consulted. If Elizabeth expelled
the garrison at Leith, and so brought upon herself a
war with France, could she depend on Philip's assist-
ance1? The reply was menacing. Their master, for
his own interest, could not allow the Queen of France
and Scotland to enforce her title to the throne of
England. But he would oppose it in his own way.
If a French army entered England from the north, a
Spanish army would land on the south coast. Turning
to her own Council for advice, Elizabeth found no
encouragement. They recommended her to take
Philip's advice, and even to retrace some of her steps
in the matter of religion in order to propitiate him.
She made a personal appeal to the Duke of Norfolk to
take the command of the forces on the Border, But
he declined to be the Instrument of a policy which
he disapproved.

We need not wonder if Elizabeth hesitated for a
while. Some of these councillors were not too well
affected to her. But most of them were thoroughly
loyal, and there was really much to be said for the
more cautious policy. She herself was an eminently
cautious politician, inclined by nature to shrink from
risky courses. Never, therefore, in her whole career
did she give greater proof of her large-minded com-
prehension of the main lines of policy which it be-
hoved her to follow than when she determined to
override the opinions of so many prudent advisers,
and expel the French force from the northern kingdom.